THE SUMMER OF 1904 IN NORDERNEY    97
on secret affairs: the Imperial pair themselves, the mystical
attraction exercised over the Czarina by charlatans like the
Holy Seraphin and the French spiritualist Philippe, forerunner
of the diabolical Rasputin* Billow managed the talkative
Russian with masterly skill. In spite of all the success of this
self-made man, he could not entirely control the bitterness
that had entered his soul at being banned from the Court on
the grounds of what was regarded as an unequal marriage
with a Jewess. The Chancellor learned of the Czarina's
influence upon the Czar and that of the Grand-duke of Hesse
upon the Czarina, his sister, and was able to advise the Kaiser
to keep this petty prince, who was also the brother-in-law
of his own brother Heinrich, in a good humour so that
through him he might win over the great autocrat on the
Neva.
Witte implied that the Czar, a weakling who easily suc-
cumbed to feminine influences, had chosen in Count Lamsdorff
•a Foreign Minister of feminine character. He said that the
latter was afflicted with that weakness which was rife in certain
Berlin smart circles and guard regiments, and his homosexual
tendencies led him in questions of advancement to give his
personal likings preference over merit. Otherwise Witte
praised him as kind-hearted, prudent, trustworthy and
friendly towards Germany. The Chancellor once spoke in
high terms, in the presence also of Rottenburg, of Witte's
friendliness to Germany, which was, however, obstructed
by contrary tendencies at the Imperial Court; and he told
us that one evening Witte had explained subtly how the
Csars had been swayed, now by Imperial, now by personal
ambition. Alexander III had been the embodiment of the
former, whereas in his son, the reigning Czar, personal
ambition was paramount.
I ventured to ask whether this same distinction could not
be drawn in the case of other thrones—the German throne
itself, for example. Had not Wilhelm I been inspired more
by imperial than by personal ambition ? And immediately
I corrected myself and added : let us rather say royal ambition.
He had, I argued, like his brother Friedrich Wilhelm IV in
1849, at first refused the Imperial throne when it was offered
to him at Versailles in 1871, and later accepted it only under
the urgent persuasion of the State princes. And could not
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